
Windows Terminal Options

Besides PowerShell, Git Bash, and the standard Windows Command Prompt (often referred to as “termi-
nal”), Windows users have several other options for bash or shell environments. Here are some notable
alternatives:

• Cygwin: This is a collection of tools that provides a Unix-like environment on Windows. It includes a
bash shell, allowing you to run bash commands and scripts natively on Windows. Cygwin essentially
emulates a POSIX-compliant layer, making it a popular choice for users familiar with Unix systems.

• Windows Subsystem for Linux (WSL): WSL enables you to run a full Linux distribution (like Ubuntu,
Debian, or Fedora) directly on Windows. With WSL, you can use various Linux shells, including:

– Bash: The default shell in many Linux distributions, available through WSL.
– Zsh (Z Shell): A powerful shell with advanced features like improved tab completion and cus-
tomization, installable within a WSL Linux distribution.

– Fish (Friendly Interactive Shell): A user-friendly shell with features like autosuggestions and
syntax highlighting, also installable via WSL.

• Take Command: A commercial shell designed specifically for Windows, offering a more advanced
command-line experience than the default Command Prompt. It supports enhanced scripting and a
graphical interface while remaining compatible with Windows commands.

These options expand the command-line capabilities on Windows, catering to different preferences—
whether you’re looking for a Unix-like bash experience (via Cygwin or WSL) or a native Windows shell
alternative (like Take Command). Each can be installed and configured based on your needs, providing
flexibility beyond the shells mentioned in the query.
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