Testing NPM Registry

To test if your NPM registry works, especially since it requires a username and password, you can follow a
few straightforward steps to verify its connectivity, authentication, and ability to serve packages. Since it’s
a private registry (implied by the credentials), you’ll need to ensure authentication is correctly set up before
testing package installation. Below is a complete guide to test your registry, along with some suggested
NPM packages to try installing.

Steps to Test the Registry

1. Set Up Authentication

* Since the registry requires a username and password, you need to log in to authenticate your NPM

client.

* Run the following command in your terminal, replacing <registry-url> with the actual URL of your
registry:

npm login --registry=<registry-url>

* You'll be prompted to enter your username and password (and possibly an email, depending on
the registry). Once completed, this stores an authentication token in your .npmrc file, allowing

access to the registry.
2. Verify the Registry Connection

e Use the npm ping command to check if the registry is reachable:
npm ping --registry=<registry-url>

* If successful, this command confirms that the registry server is up and responding. You'll typically

n

see output like “Ping success: ”. If it fails, there might be a connectivity issue or the URL might

be incorrect.
3. Check Authentication
* To ensure your username and password are correctly set up, use the npm whoami command:
npm whoami --registry=<registry-url>

* This should return your username if authentication is successful. If it fails or returns an error (e.g.,

“not authenticated”), double-check your credentials or the login step.

4. Test Package Installation



» Try installing a package to confirm that the registry can serve packages. Since it's a private reg-
istry, you'll need to install a package you know exists on it. However, if the registry proxies the
public NPM registry (a common setup for private registries like Verdaccio), you can test with pop-
ular public packages.

e Example command:
npm install <package-name> --registry=<registry-url>

* Replace <package-name> with a package available on your registry (more on package suggestions
below).

Some NPM Packages to Try

Since this is a private registry, | can’t know exactly which packages are available. However, here are some
suggestions based on common scenarios:

* If the Registry Proxies the Public NPM Registry:
- Many private registries are configured to mirror the public registry, allowing access to public pack-
ages after authentication. In this case, you can try installing well-known public packages:
* lodash: A popular utility library.
npm install lodash --registry=<registry-url>
* express: A widely-used web framework for Node.js.
npm install express --registry=<registry-url>
* react: A popular library for building user interfaces.
npm install react --registry=<registry-url>
- If these install successfully, it confirms that the registry is working and can serve packages.
* If the Registry Only Hosts Private Packages:
- You'll need to install a package you know exists on your private registry. Check with your team or
the registry’s documentation/web interface (if available) for a package name. For example:
* If there’s a package called my-org-utils, try:
npm install my-org-utils --registry=<registry-url>

- Without specific package names, | can’t list exact private packages, so use one relevant to your
organization.




Notes and Troubleshooting

* Success Indicators: If npm ping works, npm whoami returns your username, and a package installs
without errors, your registry is functioning correctly.

¢ Common Issues:

- Authentication Errors: Re-run npm login if npm whoami fails.
- Package Not Found: Ensure the package exists on the registry. If using a public package and it
fails, your registry might not proxy the public registry.

- Connection Issues: Double-check the <registry-url> and your network settings if npm ping fails.

* Avoid Global Changes: To avoid affecting your global NPM configuration, you can test in a new
directory with a local .npmrc file, but the commands above with the --registry flag are sufficient for

testing.

By following these steps and trying the suggested packages, you can confirm that your registry is operational
and properly handles authentication and package retrieval. If you have specific package names from your

registry, use those instead of the public examples provided.
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