The Constitution of the United States

This blog post was written by Mistral.

The Constitution of the United States is the foundational legal document that establishes the framework
for the federal government and outlines the fundamental rights and freedoms of American citizens. It was
adopted on September 17, 1787, and has been amended 27 times since its original ratification. Here are some

key aspects of the U.S. Constitution:

Preamble

The Preamble outlines the purposes of the Constitution: - “We the People of the United States, in Order to
form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence,
promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain

and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.”

Articles
The Constitution is divided into seven original articles:

1. Article I: The Legislative Branch
o Establishes the Congress, which consists of the Senate and the House of Representatives.
e Qutlines the powers of Congress, including the power to make laws, declare war, and regulate
commerce.
2. Article II: The Executive Branch
o Establishes the office of the President.
o Outlines the powers and duties of the President, including serving as Commander-in-Chief of the
military and making treaties.
3. Article III: The Judicial Branch
o Establishes the federal court system, including the Supreme Court.
e Outlines the jurisdiction of the federal courts.
4. Article IV: Federal-State Relations
o Addresses the relationships between the states and the federal government.
¢ Includes provisions such as the Full Faith and Credit Clause and the Privileges and Immunities
Clause.
5. Article V: Amendment Process
e Outlines the process for amending the Constitution.

6. Article VI: Supremacy Clause
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o Establishes the Constitution, laws, and treaties of the United States as the supreme law of the
land.
e Requires federal and state officials to take an oath to support the Constitution.
Article VII: Ratification

e Outlines the process for the ratification of the Constitution.

Amendments

The Constitution has been amended 27 times. The first ten amendments, known as the Bill of Rights, were

ratified in 1791 and include:
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. First Amendment: Freedom of religion, speech, press, assembly, and petition.

. Second Amendment: Right to keep and bear arms.

. Third Amendment: Protection against quartering of soldiers.

. Fourth Amendment: Protection against unreasonable searches and seizures.

. Fifth Amendment: Rights of persons, including due process and protection against self-incrimination.
. Sixth Amendment: Rights of accused persons in criminal prosecutions.

. Seventh Amendment: Right to a jury trial in civil cases.

. Eighth Amendment: Protection against excessive bail, fines, and punishments.

. Ninth Amendment: Protection of rights not enumerated in the Constitution.

. Tenth Amendment: Powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution are reserved to the

states or to the people.

Notable Later Amendments

Thirteenth Amendment (1865): Abolition of slavery.

Fourteenth Amendment (1868): Citizenship rights and equal protection of the laws.
Fifteenth Amendment (1870): Prohibition of racial discrimination in voting.
Nineteenth Amendment (1920): Women' s suffrage.

Twenty-Sixth Amendment (1971): Lowering the voting age to 18.

The Constitution is a living document that continues to be interpreted and applied in various legal and

political contexts. If you have specific questions or need more detailed information on a particular aspect,

feel free to ask!



