
Mao Zedong Thought and Chinese Characteristics

I. Introduction to Mao Zedong Thought and Chinese Characteristics

1. Definition and Importance of Mao Zedong Thought: Understanding Mao Zedong Thought as a guiding

ideology that integrates Marxism-Leninism with the specific conditions of China.

2. Mao Zedong’s Contributions: Examining Mao’s significant theoretical contributions, including the

concepts of the New Democratic Revolution, the role of the peasantry in revolution, and the importance

of socialist construction.

3. Socialism with Chinese Characteristics: The adaptation of socialist principles in the context of China’
s social, economic, and political conditions.

4. The Role of Marxism-Leninism in Chinese Revolution: The influence of Marxist-Leninist ideology on

the Chinese revolution and the creation of a socialist state.

5. The Basic Principles of Mao Zedong Thought: Understanding the key elements of Mao Zedong Thought,

including the emphasis on class struggle, the leadership of the Communist Party, and the importance

of rural-based revolution.

II. Mao Zedong Thought

6. The New Democratic Revolution: Mao’s theory on the stages of revolution, leading to the establishment

of the People’s Republic of China.

7. The Theory of Protracted People’s War: Mao’s strategy of revolution, emphasizing rural base areas

and the gradual accumulation of strength to defeat imperialism and feudalism.

8. The Role of the Peasantry in Revolution: Mao’s innovation in Chinese Marxism, recognizing the

peasantry as the primary force in revolution rather than the urban proletariat.

9. Mao’s Theory of the Chinese Path to Socialism: The combination of Marxist theory with Chinese

realities, focusing on agrarian reform and mass mobilization.

10. Mao’s Strategy of Mass Line: The concept that the Communist Party should rely on the masses to

guide its policies and actions, ensuring the Party remains connected to the people.

11. The People’s Democratic Dictatorship: Mao’s understanding of the state and its role in protecting

the gains of the revolution and the socialist cause.

12. Mao’s Cultural Revolution: Understanding the ideological foundations and historical context of the

Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, and its impact on Chinese society and politics.

13. Mao’s Theory of Continuously Revolutionizing the People: Mao’s emphasis on class struggle con-

tinuing under socialism to prevent the emergence of a bureaucratic, capitalist class.

14. The Theory of the Three Worlds: Mao’s view of the global order, categorizing nations into three

groups: the First World (imperialist nations), the Second World (socialist countries), and the Third

World (colonial and developing countries).
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15. Mao’s Critique of Soviet Revisionism: Mao’s opposition to the Soviet Union’s shift towards

revisionism and the abandonment of revolutionary principles, emphasizing the continuation of Marxist-

Leninist thought.

III. The Development of Chinese Socialism Post-Mao

16. Deng Xiaoping Theory: Introduction to Deng Xiaoping’s reforms and the idea of “Socialism with

Chinese Characteristics,”focusing on pragmatic economic policies while maintaining socialist political

principles.

17. Reform and Opening-Up Policy: Deng Xiaoping’s economic reforms that transitioned China from a

planned economy to a socialist market economy, emphasizing modernization and market mechanisms.

18. The Four Modernizations: The goals of the Four Modernizations in agriculture, industry, defense, and

science and technology, which were central to China’s modernization.

19. The Theory of One Country, Two Systems: The policy of allowing regions like Hong Kong and Macau

to maintain their capitalist economic systems while being part of the socialist People’s Republic of

China.

20. The Socialist Market Economy: Understanding the integration of market forces within a socialist

framework, ensuring the continued leadership of the Communist Party and the promotion of socialist

values.

21. The Importance of Economic Development: Deng’s assertion that economic development was the

primary goal of socialism and the basis for improving people’s living standards.

22. The Role of the Communist Party: The importance of the Party in leading the socialist construction

process, while adapting to the changing global economic environment.

23. The Legacy of Deng Xiaoping: Examining how Deng’s reforms laid the foundation for China’s rise

as a global economic power, and the continued relevance of his theories in China today.

IV. Xi Jinping’s Thought and Modern Chinese Socialism

24. Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era: An introduction to Xi

Jinping’s thought as the guiding principle for the current phase of Chinese socialism, focusing on

national rejuvenation, the importance of the Party’s leadership, and the “Chinese Dream.”
25. The Four Comprehensives: Xi Jinping’s comprehensive strategy for achieving a moderately prosperous

society, deepening reform, ruling the country according to law, and strictly governing the Communist

Party.

26. The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI): China’s global economic initiative under Xi Jinping, aiming to

build trade and infrastructure networks connecting Asia, Europe, and Africa.

27. The Vision of Ecological Civilization: The importance of sustainable development, environmental

protection, and the creation of an ecological civilization in China.
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28. The Chinese Dream: The concept of the Chinese Dream of national rejuvenation, emphasizing pros-

perity, power, and the realization of a strong, harmonious society.

29. Party Leadership and Political Governance: Understanding the central role of the Communist Party

in the political, social, and economic governance of China under Xi Jinping.

30. China’s Role in Global Governance: Xi Jinping’s emphasis on China’s responsibility to lead

global governance, focusing on issues like global peace, environmental sustainability, and economic

cooperation.

31. Comprehensive National Power and National Security: The development of national strength across

economic, political, cultural, and military domains.

32. Anti-Corruption Campaign: Xi Jinping’s ongoing efforts to combat corruption within the Communist

Party, strengthening Party discipline and governance.

33. The Role of Ideological Work in Governance: The importance of maintaining ideological unity and

adherence to Marxism-Leninism and socialism with Chinese characteristics in a rapidly changing world.

V. Key Concepts of Socialist Construction with Chinese Characteristics

34. The Five-Year Plans: The role of China’s planned economy, including the Five-Year Plans for economic

development and their impact on socialist construction.

35. Agrarian Reform and Land Redistribution: The importance of land reform, collective farming, and the

emphasis on agriculture in Mao’s era and its continuing relevance today.

36. The Importance of Self-Reliance: The policy of self-reliance, which emphasizes China’s independence

in economic, scientific, and political areas.

37. The Role of Education and Science in Socialism: Mao’s focus on education, particularly technical

education, and its role in achieving socialist goals.

38. The Communist Party and the People’s Army: The Party’s leadership over the military and its role

in safeguarding the socialist state.

39. Socialist Democracy and the Role of the People: The idea that socialism with Chinese characteristics

does not follow the Western model of democracy, but rather focuses on people’s participation through

a consultative and cooperative process.

40. Cultural Revolution and Ideology: The continuing importance of ideology in governance, especially in

preventing ideological decay and ensuring that the socialist ideals are maintained.

41. The Role of Technology and Innovation: China’s emphasis on technological innovation and develop-

ment as a crucial component of its national development strategy.

VI. International and Domestic Challenges

42. China’s Approach to Globalization: How China engages with globalization, balancing openness to

the world with the maintenance of its socialist principles.
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43. Dealing with Poverty and Inequality: The challenges of poverty reduction and the drive towards

common prosperity while addressing regional disparities.

44. Socialist Legal System: The development of a legal framework that is consistent with socialist principles,

focusing on rule of law and governance.

45. Social Stability and National Security: The role of stability in maintaining the continuity of the socialist

system and preventing external and internal threats.

46. The Struggle Against Capitalism: Mao’s emphasis on continuing the struggle against capitalist ele-

ments, and the need to prevent the emergence of capitalist forces within the Communist Party.

47. Environmental Protection and Green Development: Addressing the environmental challenges of rapid

industrialization while ensuring sustainable development.

48. China’s Military Modernization: The importance of military development in safeguarding national

sovereignty and achieving the rejuvenation of the nation.

49. Socialism and Human Rights: Understanding the relationship between human rights and socialist

principles in China, focusing on economic and social rights over civil liberties.

50. China’s Reform in the New Era: The ongoing reforms under Xi Jinping’s leadership, including

market-oriented policies and greater integration with the global economy while maintaining socialist

governance.
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